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Sarah H. Ramsey 
Laura J. & L. Douglas Meredith Professor for Teaching Excellence 

Professor of Law Emerita 
 

 

Books 

 

CHILDREN AND THE LAW IN A NUTSHELL (with DOUGLAS E. ABRAMS & SUSAN VIVIAN 

MANGOLD) (5th ed. 2015).  

 

CHILDREN AND THE LAW; DOCTRINE, POLICY AND PRACTICE (with DOUGLAS E. ADAMS & SUSAN 

V. MANGOLD) (5th ed. 2014 & TEACHER’S MANUAL 5th ed. 2014).  

 

CHILDREN AND THE LAW IN A NUTSHELL (with DOUGLAS E. ABRAMS) (4th ed. 2011).  

 

CHILDREN AND THE LAW: DOCTRINE, POLICY, AND PRACTICE (with DOUGLAS E. ABRAMS) (4th 

ed. 2010 & TEACHER’S MANUAL 4th ed. 2010). 

 

CHILDREN AND THE LAW IN A NUTSHELL (with DOUGLAS E. ABRAMS) (3rd ed. 2008).  

 

CHILDREN AND THE LAW: DOCTRINE, POLICY, AND PRACTICE (with DOUGLAS E. ABRAMS) (3rd 

ed. 2007 & TEACHER’S MANUAL 3rd ed. 2007).  

 

CHILDREN AND THE LAW IN A NUTSHELL (with DOUGLAS E. ABRAMS) (2nd ed. 2003).   

 

CHILDREN AND THE LAW: DOCTRINE, POLICY AND PRACTICE (with DOUGLAS E. ABRAMS) (2nd 

ed. 2003 & TEACHER’S MANUAL 2nd ed. 2003).  

 

CHILDREN AND THE LAW: DOCTRINE, POLICY AND PRACTICE (with DOUGLAS E. ABRAMS) (2000 

& TEACHER’S MANUAL 2000).  

 

Book Chapters 

 

Law Making through the Adversarial Process: The Need for Standards for Social Science Briefs 

in Family Law Cases (with Robert F. Kelly) in FAMILY LAW: BALANCING INTERESTS AND 

PURSUING PRIORITIES (2007).  

 

Stepparents and the Law, in STEPPARENTING: ISSUES IN THEORY, RESEARCH AND PRACTICE 

(1994).   

 

Law Review and Other Scholarly Articles 

 

A Primer on Child Abuse and Neglect Law (with Douglas E. Adams), 61 JUV. & FAM. CT. J. 1 

(2010).  
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Child Custody Evaluations: Social Science and Public Policy Child Custody Evaluations: The 

Need for Systems-Level Outcome Assessments (with Robert F. Kelly), 47 FAM. CT. REV. 2 (2009-

2010).  

 

As Iowa Goes, So Goes the Nation: Varnum v. Brien and its Impact on Marriage Rights for 

Same-Sex Couples: Symposium Article: Standards for Social Science Amicus Briefs in Family 

and Child Law Cases (with Robert F. Kelly), 13 J. GENDER RACE & JUST. 81 (2009).   

 

Assessing and Communicating Social Science Information in Family and Child Judicial Settings: 

Standards for Judges and Allied Professionals (with Robert F. Kelly), 45 FAMILY CT.  REV. 22 

(2007).    

 

Child Well Being: A Beneficial Advocacy Framework for Improving the Child Welfare System?, 

41 U. MICH. J. L. REFORM 9 (Fall, 2007).   

 

Assessing Social Science Studies: Eleven Tips For Judges And Lawyers (with Robert F. Kelly), 

40 FAM. L. Q. 367 (2006).    

 

The Bookshelf: Protecting Children From Domestic Violence: Strategies for Community 

Intervention, 44 FAM. CT. REV. 182 (2006). 
 

Dedication (in Honor of Retiring Professor Patricia Hassett), 56 SYRACUSE L.  REV. preface to 

Book No. 4 (2006). 
 

Fixing Foster Care or Reducing Child Poverty: The Pew Commission Recommendations and the 

Transracial Adoption Debate, 66 MONT. L. REV. 21 (2005).  
 

Social Science Knowledge in Family Law Cases: Judicial Gate-Keeping in the Daubert Era (with 

Robert F. Kelly), 59 MIAMI L. REV. 1 (2004).   

 

Children in Poverty: Reconciling Children’s Interests with Child Protective and Welfare 

Policies, 61 MD. L. REV. 437 (2002).   
 

Constructing Parenthood for Stepparents: Parents by Estoppel and De Facto Parents under the 

American Law Institute’s Principles of the Law of Family Dissolution, 8 DUKE J. OF GENDER L. 

& POL’Y 285 (2001).   
 

A Primer on Adoption Law (with Douglas E. Abrams), 52 JUV. & FAM. CT. J. 23 (2001).   
 

High-Conflict Custody Cases: Reforming the System for Children – Conference Report and 

Action Plan, 34 FAM. L. Q. 589 (2001), Reprinted in 39 FAM. CT. REV. 146 (2001).   
 

The United States’ Child Protective System – A Triangle of Tensions, 13 CHILD & FAM. L. Q. 25 

(2001).   
 

Child Protection: New Perspectives for The 21st Century, 34 FAM. L. Q. 301 (2000).   
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Welfare Reform: Myths and Realities About Welfare and Work, 2 SYRACUSE J. OF LEGIS. & 

POL’Y 165 (1999).   

 

When Welfare Ends: Removing Children From the Home for ‘Poverty Alone’ (with Daan 

Braveman), 70 TEMP. L. REV. 447 (1997).   

 

Let Them Starve: Government’s Obligation to Children in Poverty, (with Daan Braveman), 68 

TEMP. L. REV. 1607 (1996).   

 

1993–94 Survey of New York Law: Family Law, 45 SYRACUSE L. REV. 417 (1994).   

 

1994–95 Survey of New York Law: Family Law, 46 SYRACUSE L. REV. 661 (1995).   

 

Using Social Science Research in Family Law Analysis and Formation: Problems and Prospects 

(with Robert F. Kelly), 3 S. CAL. INTERDISC. L.J. 631 (1994).   

 

Poverty, Children, and Public Policies: The Need for Diversity in Programs and Research (with 

Robert F. Kelly), 12 J. OF FAM. ISSUES 388 (1991).   

 

A Piece in the Puzzle of Providing Adequate Housing: Court Effectiveness in Code Enforcement 

(with Fred Zolna), 18 FORDHAM URB. L.J. 605 (1991).   

  

Joint Degrees and Careers: A Survey of Syracuse University College of Law Graduates, 39 J. OF 

LEGAL EDUC. 239 (1989).   

 

Monitoring Attorney Performance and Evaluating Program Outcomes: A Case Study of 

Attorneys for Abused and Neglected Children (with Robert F. Kelly), 40 RUTGERS L. REV. 1217 

(1988).   

 

Representation of Children in Child Abuse and Neglect Cases: An Empirical look at What 

Constitutes Effective Representation (with Donald N. Duquette), 20 MICH. J. OF L. REFORM 341 

(1987).  

 

Using Lay Volunteers to Represent Children in Child Protection Court Proceedings (with 

Donald N. Duquette), 10 CHILD ABUSE & NEGLECT: THE INT’L J. 293 (1986).   

 

Stepparent Support of Stepchildren: The Changing Legal Context and the Need for Empirical 

Policy Research, 35 FAMILY RELATIONS 363 (1986).  

 

Courts, Kin and Children: Determinants of Court-Ordered Kin Involvement in Child Protection 

Proceedings (with Linda S. Herskovitz & Robert F. Kelly), 8 CHILD. & YOUTH SERV. REV. 107 

(1986).   

 

Legal Representation for Parents and Children in Child Protection Proceedings: Two Empirical 

Models of Acquisitional Processes and a Proposal for Reform (with Robert F. Kelly), 89 DICK. 

L. REV. 605 (1985).   
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Stepparent Support of Stepchildren: A Comparative Analysis of Policies and Problems in the 

American and English Experience (with Judith M. Masson), 36 SYRACUSE L. REV. 659 (1985).   

 

Legal and Other Determinants of Effective Court Intervention in Child Protection Proceedings: 

A Policy Analysis (with Robert F. Kelly), 8 J. OF SOC. SERV. RES. 25 (1985).   

 

The Legal Representation of Children in Protection Proceedings: Some Empirical Findings and 

a Reflection on Public Policy (with Robert F. Kelly), 34 FAM. RELATIONS 277 (1985), reprinted 

in CHILD ABUSE: A MULTIDISCIPLINARY SURVEY (1995).  

 

Representation of the Child in Protection Proceedings: The Determination of Decision-Making 

Capacity, 17 FAM. L. Q. 287 (1983), reprinted in AMBAR Database 1984, indexed in 10 THE 

INVENTORY OF MARRIAGE & FAM. LITERATURE (1984). 

 

Do Attorneys for Children in Protection Proceedings Make a Difference? A Study of the Impact 

of Representation Under Conditions of High Judicial Intervention (with Robert F. Kelly), 21 J. 

OF FAM.  L. 405 (1983).   

 

Ohio’s Domestic Violence Law, 8 OHIO N.U. L. REV. 895 (1981).   

 

Child Abuse and Neglect: Against the Law, 8 S. EXPOSURE 76 (1980).   

 

Reports, News and Commentary  

 

A Summary Report on the Status of Children’s Rights in Seven Southern States (with Stephen W. 

Bricker) (Duke Univ. Inst. of Pol’y Sci., Working Paper in Pol’y Analysis, 1979).  

 

Constitutional Protection for the Private Realm of the Family (Duke Univ. Inst. of Pol’y Sci. 

Working Paper in Pol’y Analysis, 1978).  

 

An Analysis of Nursing Home Services and Resources in North Carolina, (Soc. Research 

Section, Div. of Health Affairs, U.N.C.-Chapel Hill, 1971). 

 

Book Reviews 

 

Book Review, 41 FAM. CT. REV. 276 (2003) (reviewing CHILDREN, SOCIAL SCIENCE AND THE 

LAW (Bette L. Bottoms, et al. eds., 2002)). 

 

Book Review, 62 J. OF MARRIAGE & THE FAM. 588 (2000) (reviewing MARY ANN MASON, THE 

CUSTODY WARS: WHY CHILDREN ARE LOSING THE LEGAL BATTLE AND WHAT WE CAN DO 

ABOUT IT (2000)).  

 

Book Review, 54 J. OF MARRIAGE & THE FAM. 1009 (1992) (reviewing REMI CLIGNET, DEATH, 

DEEDS AND DESCENDANTS: INHERITANCE IN MODERN AMERICA (1992)). 
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Book Review, 53 J. OF MARRIAGE & THE FAM. 525 (1991) (reviewing DIVORCE REFORM AT THE 

CROSSROADS (Stephen D. Sugarman & Herma Hill Kay eds., 1991).   
 


