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Curriculum Vitae 

 

MONICA M. TODD 

28721 Prudente 

Mission Viejo, CA  92692 

Tel:  714-293-8494  

monicatoddesq@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

EDUCATION 

University of California Los Angeles School of Law (UCLA), Los Angeles, CA 

Juris Doctorate Degree:  May 2007 

Activities:  Copyright Editor, Women’s Law Journal  

 Academic Standards Committee Member 

 Bergstrom Child Welfare Fellowship Recipient 

 

University of California, Irvine, School of Education 

Multiple-Subject Teaching Internship – Elementary Education 

Certification and Teaching Credential:  June 1999 

 

Awards:  APLE Scholarship 

 

University of California, Irvine, School of Social Ecology 

Master’s Degree, Social Ecology/Developmental Psychology:  June 1998 

 

Awards:  Excellence in Teaching Award 

 

University of California, Irvine, School of Social Ecology 

Bachelor Degree, Environmental Analysis:  1994 

Bachelor Degree, Psychology & Social Behavior:  1994 

 

Honors:  Dean’s List 

  

Bar Admissions:  California 

 

Member:  American Bar Association; Orange County Bar Association; Orange County 

Family Law Bar Association. 
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SCHOLARSHIP 

 

Publications 

 

Lori Roberts and Monica Todd, Let’s Be Honest about Law School Cheating:  A Low-

Tech Solution to a High-Tech Problem, 52 Akron L Rev. 1155 (2019). 

 

Monica M. Todd, Matchmaking in Law School:  Practical Skills and Doctrine in Family 

Law Course Design, 46(1), W. St. U. L. Rev. 127 (2019). 

 

 

Conference Presentations 

• From Elegy to Euphony:  Helping Students Identify What They Don’t Know They  

Don’t Know to Foster Academic and Professional Success.  Empire State Legal 

Writing Conference, Brooklyn Law School, 2017. 

 

• Settlement: A 1L Exercise to Prepare for Appellate Advocacy, Rocky Mountain 

Legal Writing Conference, 2017. (co-presenting with Eunice Park) 
 

• Bringing the Client Out of the Shadows:  LRW as an Entry Into Client 

Communications and Cultural Competency, Seventeenth Biennial Conference of the 

Legal Writing Institute, Portland, Oregon, 2016.  (co-presenting with Lori Roberts, 

Eunice Park)  

 

• Cultural Competence:  A Critical Skill for Modern Lawyering, Rocky Mountain 

Legal Writing Conference, University of New Mexico, 2015.  (co-presenting with 

Lori Roberts and Eunice Park) 

 

• Good Vibrations:  The Power of Professorial Positivity, Fourth Legal Writing 

Institute Western Regional Legal Writing Conference, Stanford Law School, 2014.  

(co-presenting with Eunice Park)   

 

• Making Group-Work Work, Capital Area Legal Writing Conference, American 

University, 2013.  (created in collaboration with Lori Roberts)  

 

• Making Group-Work Work, Third Annual Western Regional Legal Writing 

Conference, Whittier Law School, 2013.   

Future plans include developing my interest in helping students, especially disadvantaged 

students, to succeed in law school.  As such, I anticipate transforming several of the 

presentations into scholarly articles addressing such topics of the law professor’s role in 

developing social capital and the importance of creating positive learning environments. 
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EXPERIENCE 

 

Western State College of Law, Fullerton, CA 

2010-2019 

  Assistant Professor of Lawyering Skills 

  Director, Family Practice Certificate Program 

 

Teaching 

 

Legal Writing & Research I & II 

 

I have been teaching Legal Writing and Research (LWR) I and II since 20101.  LWR 

covers topics ranging from drafting objective and persuasive legal arguments, to oral 

advocacy, legal research, and hierarchies of court systems and legal authorities.  My 

responsibilities include preparing lessons, grading student work (memos and briefs), 

preparing legal writing problems, meeting with individual students, scheduling guest 

speakers, and coordinating commercial research presentations and our final oral 

arguments at the end of the term.  During the 2016-2017 academic year, I served as the 

LWR director for our spring start program.  I was responsible for drafting the syllabus, 

creating all graded assignments, and supervising the adjunct professor. 

 

Community Property 

In addition to LWR, I have taught California Community Property for several years. 

California Community Property is a bar tested course and I was entirely responsible for 

managing all aspects of the course from creating the syllabus, preparing all lectures, and 

creating and grading mid-term and final examinations. 

 

Family Law 

One of my greatest accomplishments at Western State has been to create a practice-

oriented Family Law course.  As with the Community Property course, I was entirely 

responsible for managing all aspects of the course; however, in addition, I completely 

redesigned the course to incorporate practical skills components into every topic so that 

at least with respect to Family Law, students were practice-ready.  Please see the 

enclosed “Family Law Course Development Report” for a fully detailed description of 

this innovative course design. 

 

Academic Support Classes 

As needed, I have served as an academic support professor teaching Introduction to Legal 

Methods (ILM) to 1Ls and Selected Topics in American Law (STIAL).  ILM is basically 

an introduction to law school course and is designed to prepare students for academic 

success in law school.  STIAL was a course designed to help improve the exam taking 

and study skills of students on academic probation.  One of my concomitant 

 
1 As a full-time adjunct professor from January 2010, and as a full-time permanent 
professor in July 2012. 
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responsibilities as a STIAL professor was to meet with each student every week and to 

review practice exams with them, as well as to counsel them on academic issues. 

 

Online Classes:  Research, Analysis & Communication Skills 

 

Facilitate and teach online course for Argosy University online graduate program in 

Health Care Compliance and Regulation.  This course introduces students to the structure 

of the legal system, focuses on legal research methodology and application of electronic 

research methods.  Students locate relevant legal authorities (such as case law, statutes, 

and regulations), analyze and apply those legal authorities to real-world situations, and 

convey their findings in clear, written communications. 

 

 

Service 

Director, LWR Spring Start Program 

In the 2016/2017 academic year, I assumed duties as Director of the Legal Writing and 

Research Spring Start Program, I oversaw all aspects of the program including: 

• Preparing the course syllabus and double-checking dates to ensure that scheduled 

classes and presentations conform with the academic calendar 

• Preparing all legal writing assignments and grading point sheets for the semester 

• Coordinating guest speakers and legal research representatives from Westlaw, 

Lexis, and Bloomberg 

• Guiding and directing adjunct faculty (which can be an extensive time 

commitment).  For example, in the two semesters I have directed the spring start 

program, I personally worked with the two adjunct professors to help them set up 

their course web pages, responded to various emails and questions, and even 

substituted as the instructor when one of the adjuncts could not make the class in 

order to avoid the inconvenience of re-scheduling for both the students and 

instructor. 

• Assisting with final grade assignments 

• Calendaring second-semester visits to the Fourth District Court of Appeals 

• All other administrative duties 

Director, Family Practice Certificate Program, 2013 - 2019 

I have served as the Director of the Family Practice Certificate Program since 2013.  

Some of my duties include: 

• Assisting students with course planning 

• Counseling students regarding careers in Family Law 

• Reviewing academic coursework to ensure that certificate program requirements 

have been met 

• Coordinating with other certificate directors as needed to discuss proposed 

modifications to the certificate programs 

• Networking with local family law professionals 



5 
 

There was no Family Practice Certificate program prior to my involvement. 

Faculty Advisor:  Family Law Student Association 

Several years ago I assisted interested students in creating a Family Law Student 

Association (FLSA).  I have remained involved as a faculty advisor, meeting with 

students to help them identify and meet their goals for the year as well as to assist them 

with networking with the local family law practitioners.  This year alone, I have helped to 

coordinate guest speakers for the FLSA, and provided guidance for important public 

service projects including volunteering at the Family Law Facilitator’s office to assist 

indigent litigants.  I have also served as liaison between FLSA and the Immigration 

Clinic to facilitate the FLSA’s assistance with preparing guardianship paperwork for 

undocumented immigrants. 

Moot Court Team Coach 

I am in my fourth year of serving as a faculty coach for the Western State Moot Court 

Team. 

Faculty Advisor:  Law Review & Independent Studies 

I have worked with two students on Law Review articles.  I have similarly worked with 

at least three other students on independent study projects involving family law topics. 

Committees 

 

I have served on various faculty committees including: 

• Assessment Task Force.  I have served on this committee since 2013 and was 

responsible for helping to create the 2014-2015 Employer Survey.) 

• Admissions Committee.  I was on the Admissions Committee for several years 

and assisted in reviewing application files for ‘borderline’ prospective students to 

determine whether or not they would be admitted to the school.  We reviewed 

approximately 150-200 files every year. 

• Campus Beautification Committee:  I founded this committee after we moved to 

our new campus.  The goal of this committee was to create an inspiring and 

attractive learning atmosphere for our students.  Our initial goals have been met, 

although we continue to strive to improve our campus environment. 

 

PRACTICE & OTHER EXPERIENCE 

 

Irwin & Irwin, LLP, Fullerton, CA 

2017-Present 

Contract Attorney 

 

Perform all matter of legal work (such as that described in more detail below) in an 

exclusively family law practice. 
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Law Office of John A. Bledsoe, Irvine, CA 

2009-2012 

Associate Attorney 

 

Assist and handle various matters related to family law including marital dissolutions, 

property division, spousal support, child support, validity of premarital agreements, and 

post-judgment modifications.  Court appearances for motions, orders to show cause, and 

case status conferences.  Engaged in legal research and prepared all manner of legal 

documents including judgments, pleadings for motions and orders to show cause, 

financial declarations of disclosures, correspondence between counsel and expert 

witnesses, stipulations, declarations, discovery requests and responses, and memoranda 

of points and authorities.  Managed client caseloads, provided guidance and instruction to 

support staff, and routinely engagement in day-to-day problem solving for a variety of 

family law issues. 

 

Stegmeier & Gelbart, LLP, Costa Mesa, CA 

2007-2009 

Law Clerk and Associate Attorney 

 

Family law practice specializing in all matters related to family law including marital 

dissolutions, property division, spousal support, child support, validity of premarital 

agreements, and post-judgment modifications.  Prepared financial declarations of 

disclosures, motions, stipulations, declarations, orders to show cause and discovery 

requests and responses.  Initiated research projects, prepared interoffice memoranda, 

legal memoranda of points and authorities, and various other legal documents.  

Interviewed clients, attended status meetings, and assisted with trial preparation. 

 

Los Angeles Superior Court, Los Angeles, CA 

2006 

Judicial Extern 

 

Reviewed and summarized case files for the Honorable Joe W. Hilberman, performed 

legal research, prepared legal memoranda, and attended mandatory settlement 

conferences. 

 

Children’s Law Center of Los Angeles, Monterey Park, CA 

2005 

Law Clerk 

 

Interviewed child clients and assist counsel through child dependency proceedings from 

initial detention to family reunification or adoption proceedings.  Reviewed and 

summarize case reports from the Department of Child and Family Services, followed-up 

on case-related issues, such as health, education, and delinquency; research social 

resources, and statutes and laws related to children’s rights.  Participated in 

interdisciplinary team-planning meetings. 
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Santa Ana Unified School District, Santa Ana, CA 

1997-2000 

Elementary School Teacher 

 

Instructed third and fourth grade students in language arts, arithmetic, science, social 

science, art and physical education.  Directed, planned and evaluated lessons; performed 

adjunct duties; communicated student achievements, classroom activities, and curriculum 

to school administrators and parents.  Developed and implemented classroom 

management plans, maintained classroom records, and identified, created and modified 

instructional materials to student needs.  This position required excellent interpersonal, 

efficient time management and effective oral communication and organizational skills. 

 

School of Psychology & School of Social Ecology, University of California, Irvine, 

Irvine, CA 

1995-1997 

Graduate Teaching Assistant 

 

Assisted in the preparation and presentation of psychology courses at the university level, 

including Introductory Psychology, Abnormal Psychology, Cognitive-Behavioral 

Therapy, Developmental Psychopathology, and Upper-Division writing.  Led group 

discussions and exam reviews; developed, graded and proctored exams; maintained 

course records; and met with students. 

 

REFERENCES 

 

Lori Roberts, Western State College of Law, Director, Lawyering Skills 

 loroberts@wsulaw.edu; 949-338-9047 

 

Eunice Park, Western State College of Law, Assistant Director, Lawyering Skills 

 eunice_park@yahoo.com; euparkesq@gmail.com; 562-715-4820 

 

Phillip Merkel, Western State College of Law, Professor 

 714-964-7492 
 
Allen Easley, Western State College of Law, Dean 
 aeasley@wsulaw.edu 
 

Jason Schwartz, Esq., Partner, Stegmeier, Gelbart, Schwartz & Benavente, LLP 

 jschwartz@sgsblaw.com; 714-316-4882 

 

Mark Irwin, Esq., Partner, Irwin & Irwin, LLP 

 mark@irwinirwin.com; 714-801-8770 
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